
Subject Guide—American History


The American History Guide is designed to help locate general information on American history, which includes information on specific events, individuals, and ethnic groups in American, at Morton College. 

The guide lists both print and electronic resources. The print resources can be found on the first floor of Morton Library in the Reference Section.  Print sources listed include handbooks, encyclopedias, and dictionaries.  The electronic resources include databases that can be accessed through Morton Library’s website and internet resources that are freely accessible online.
Find books on American history by familiarizing yourself with the Library of Congress Classification System:
E-F  
History of America
Reference Resources (Non-circulating Books):
General Encyclopedias and Handbooks

Encyclopedia of American Foreign Policy: Studies of the Principal Movements and 
Ideas. 2nd ed. New York: Scribner, 2002.
REF E 183.7 .E52 2002 V.1

Historic documents [1972- ]. Washington: Congressional Quarterly, Inc.
REF/ E/839.5/.H57 
The Oxford Companion to United States History. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2001.
REF E 174 .O94 2001   
Selected Historical Documents to Accompany America's History. 4th ed.
Boston, Mass.: Bedford/St Martin's, 2001. 

REF E 178.1 .M34 2001    
State Names, Seals, Flags, and Symbols: A Historical Guide.  Westport, Conn.: 
Greenwood Press, 1994.
REF/ E/155/.S44/1994   

Biographical Resources

Dictionary of American Biography. New York : Scribner, 1973-.
REF/ E/176/.D56/VOL.26 

"To the best of my ability:” the American Presidents. New York: Dorling Kindersley, 2000.
REF E 176.1 .T59 2000 
Specific Events
The American Revolution: An Eyewitness History. New York: Facts on File, 2001.  
REF E 275 .A2 B87 2001 

The Civil War and Reconstruction: A Student Companion. New York: Oxford UP, 2001.
REF E 468 .B319 2001 
Encyclopedia of the Great Depression. New York: Macmillan Reference USA, 2004.  
REF E 806 .E63

Historical Dictionary of the Civil War and Reconstruction. Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow 
Press, 2004.  
REF E 468 .R53 2004    
Historical Dictionary of the American Revolution. Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press, 1999.   E 209 .M36 1999 
Slavery in America: From Colonial Times to the Civil War. New York: Facts on File, 2000.  
REF E 441 .S36 2000 
Ethnic Groups in America
General Resources
Contemporary Ethnic Families in the United States: Characteristics, Variations, and 
Dynamics. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2002.
REF E 184 .A1 C597 2001 
Encyclopedia of Racism in the United States. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2005.
REF E 184 .A1 E773 2005 V.1

Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America. Detroit, MI: Gale Research, 1995.
REF/ E/184/.A1/G14
Making It In America: A Sourcebook on Eminent Ethnic Americans. Santa Barbara, 
Calif.: ABC-CLIO, 2001.
REF E 184 .A1 M263 2001   E 184 .A1 M263 2001 

Statistical Handbook on Racial Groups in the United States. Phoenix, AZ: Oryx Press, 
2000.
REF E 184 .A1 H417 2000

Native Americans

Encyclopedia of Native American Tribes. New York: Checkmark Books/Facts on File, 
1999.
REF E 76.2 .W35 1999 

A Native American Encyclopedia: History, Culture, and Peoples. Oxford: Oxford UP, 
2000.
REF E 76 .P75 

Hispanic Americans
General Encyclopedias and Handbooks

Encyclopedia Latina: History, Culture, and Society in the United States.
Danbury, Conn.: Grolier Academic Reference, 2005. 
REF E 184 .S75 E587 2005
Encyclopedia of the Mexican American Civil Rights Movement. Westport, CN: 
Greenwood Press, 2000.
REF E 184 .M5 M458 2000   

Hispanic Americans: A Statistical Sourcebook. Palo Alto, CA: Information Publications,

1995-.
REF E 184 .S75 H572x 2001      

E 184 .S75 H572 2005 

The Hispanic Databook. 2nd ed. Millerton, NY: Grey House Pub, 2004.  

REF E 184 .S75 H567 2004   

The Oxford Encyclopedia of Latinos and Latinas in the United States. Oxford: Oxford 
UP, 2005.
REF E 184 .S75 O97 2005 V.1

Biographical Resources

Biographical Dictionary of Hispanic Americans. 2nd ed. New York: Checkmark 
Books/Facts on File, 2001.  

REF E 1184 .S75 M49 2001 

REF E 184 .S75 M49 2001 

Contemporary Hispanic Biography: Profiles from the International Hispanic Community.
Detroit: The Gale Group Inc., 2002.
REF F 1407 .C66 V.2  

UXL Hispanic American Biography. 2nd ed. Detroit : Thomson/Gale, 2002. 
REF E 184 .S75 U94 2003 

African Americans
The African-American Century: How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country.
New York: Free Press, 2000.

REF E 185.96 .G38 2000 

Encyclopedia of African-American Civil Rights: From Emancipation to the Present.
New York: Greenwood Press, 1992.

REF/ E/185.61/.E54/1992 
Databases:
Academic Search Complete (EBSCO) -Covering virtually every area of academic study, this multi-disciplinary database offers full text information for nearly 4,515 scholarly journals. 

Ancestry (ProQuest) - Find census, birth, marriage, death records and more.

Biography Resource Center (Gale) - Comprehensive, current, and easy to use, the Biography Resource Center contains more than 440,000 biographies on more than 340,000 people from around the world and throughout history. It combines more than 135 frequently consulted Gale biographical sources with more than 325 full-text periodicals and journals, more than 27,000 portraits and thousands of Recent News briefs on high-interest individuals.

Historical Chicago Tribune - The Chicago Tribune (1849-1988) offers full page and article images with searchable full text. 
Historic New York Times (ProQuest) - The New York Times (1851-2005) offers full page and article images with searchable full text back to the first issue. 
HarpWeek - This database provides electronic access to Harper's Weekly, the illustrated 19th century "Journal of Civilization" for a 56-year period: 1857-1912. HarpWeek's electronic database makes it possible for the user to discover the lively news stories, illustrations , cartoons, editorials, biographies, literature, and even advertisements that shaped and reflected public opinion in this era. 

U.S. Government Online - This database makes it easy and engaging to study the structure, function, and history of the U.S. government. Focused and thorough in its coverage, this informative resource features an easy-to-navigate interface that allows users to find relevant essays; primary source documents; images and videos; tables, charts, and maps; and news articles. Access this resources through our databases page.
Internet Resources:

Writing Citation Guide
APA Style
Long Island University. “APA Citation Style.” http://www.liu.edu/CWIS/CWP/library/workshop/citapa.htm
Purdue University. “APA Formatting and Style Guide.” http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
Chicago Style
Chicago-Style Citation Quick Guide. Chicago Manual Style Online. http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
Ohio State University. “Chicago Manual of Style Citation Guide.” http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/chicagogd.php
University of Wisconsin-Madison. “Chicago/Turabian Document.” http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html

American History Gateways (Provide a listing of freely accessible primary sources as well as other resources on American History)
Cornell University. Making of America. http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/moa/
University of Michigan. Making of America. http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/moagrp/
Digital History. http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
From Revolution to Reconstruction … and What Happened Afterwards.  http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/index.htm
Kansas History Group. AMDOCS: Documents for the Study of American History.  http://www.vlib.us/amdocs/
Library of Congress. American Memory Project. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
Rutgers University Libraries. “Documents by Period.” http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/rr_gateway/research_guides/history/by_period.shtml#col_rev_conf 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, University Library. Documenting the American South. http://docsouth.unc.edu/
U.S. National Archives and Records Administration. http://www.archives.gov/index.html
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