
Subject Guide—American Literature


The American Literature Guide is designed to help locate information on American Literature at the Morton Library.  The sources listed below can be located on the first floor in the Reference Section of the Morton Library. 
The guide lists both print and electronic resources. The print resources can be found on the first floor of Morton Library in the Reference Section.  Print sources listed include handbooks, encyclopedias, and dictionaries that provide information on literary terms and criticism, authors and other literary figures, as well as literary genres.  The electronic resources include databases that can be accessed through Morton Library’s website and internet resources that are freely accessible online. 
Find books on American literature by familiarizing yourself with the Library of Congress Classification Numbers:

P  
Language and Literature 

PC
Romanic languages

PE
English language

PQ
French literature-Spanish literature

PR
English literature

PS
American literature

PZ
Fiction 

Reference Resources (Non-circulating Books):
Encyclopedias, Dictionaries and Handbooks
The Beat Generation: A Gale Critical Companion. Detroit: Gale, 2003.  
REF PS 228 .B6 Z68 2003 V.1
The Columbia Companion to the Twentieth-Century American Short Story.
New York: Columbia UP, 2000.

REF PS 374 .S5 C57 2000 
  

A Dictionary of Literary and Thematic Terms. New York: Facts On File, 1999.
REF PN 44.5 .Q56 1999 

Dictionary of Native American literature. New York: Garland, 1994.
REF/ PM/155/.D53/1994 

The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Multiethnic American Literature.

Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 2005.

REF PS 153 .M56 G74 2005 V.1 

Identities and Issues in Literature. Pasadena, CA: Salem Press, 1997. 

REF PS 153 .M56 I34 1997 V.1
New Immigrant Literatures in the United States: A Sourcebook to Our Multicultural Literary Heritage. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1996.
REF/ PS/153/.M56/N475/1996 

The Oxford Companion to American Theatre. 3rd ed. New York: Oxford UP, 2004.  
REF PN 2220 .B6 2004 

The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2004.
REF PS 21 .E537 2004 V.1
Biographical Resources
A to Z of American Women Writers. New York: Facts On File, 2000.  
REF PS 147 .K67 1999 

American Writers: A Collection of Literary Biographies. New York, Scribner, 1974-1998. 
REF/ PS/129/.A55/V.1
American Women Writers: A Critical Reference Guide From Colonial Times to the Present. 2nd ed.  Detroit: St. James Press, 2000.  
REF PS 147 .A42 1999 V.1 
Databases:

Literature Resource Center (GALE) - Literature Resource Center is a current, comprehensive, and reliable online resource for research on literary topics, authors, and their works. Its coverage includes all genres and disciplines, all time periods, and all regions of the world.

Academic Search Complete (EBSCO) - Covering virtually every area of academic study, this multi-disciplinary database offers full text information for nearly 4,515 scholarly journals.

Biography Reference Center - Comprehensive, current, and easy to use, the Biography Resource Center contains more than 440,000 biographies on more than 340,000 people from around the world and throughout history. It combines more than 135 frequently consulted Gale biographical sources with more than 325 full-text periodicals and journals, more than 27,000 portraits and thousands of Recent News briefs on high-interest individuals. 

Funk and Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia (EBSCO) - Database indexes over 25,000 records, covering an array of topics. Full-text for each record is accessible by double clicking on the topic from the display. The database contains various images, offers brief biographies as well as information in a variety of subject areas.

Gale Virtual Reference Library - Provides online access with simple keyword searching to a host of encyclopedias and other reference materials for general study in a number of disciplines. 

Internet Resources:

MLA Citation Guides

Cornell University. MLA Citation Style. http://www.library.cornell.edu/newhelp/res_strategy/citing/mla.html
Modern Language Association. www.mla.org
Purdue University. MLA Formatting and Style Guide. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
American Literature Gateways (Provide access to a wide range of resources on American Literature, including some full-text sources.) 
American Authors. 

http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/sites.htm
Liu, Alan. Voice of the Shuttle. http://vos.ucsb.edu/browse.asp?id=2739
Lynch, Jack. Literary Resources on the Net. http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Lit/american.html
University of Pennsylvania. On-line Books Page—American Literature. http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/browse?type=subject&type=subject&key=american+literature
Full-text 

Bartleby.com: Great Books Online. http://www.bartleby.com/
Indiana University. Wright American Fiction, 1851-1875. http://www.letrs.indiana.edu/web/w/wright2/

Library of Congress. American Memory: Historical Collections for the National Digital Library. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
New York Public Library. African American Women Writers of the 19th Century: A Selection of Published Works. http://digital.nypl.org/schomburg/writers_aa19/


Price, Kenneth and Ed Folsom, University of Virginia. Walt Whitman Hypertext Archive. http://www.whitmanarchive.org/


Project Gutenberg (Michael Hart). http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page

University of Michigan. Making of America. http://www.hti.umich.edu/m/moagrp/index.html
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Documenting the American South. http://docsouth.unc.edu/

University of Virginia. Electronic Text Center. http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/
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